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This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons: 

1. [x] QaimsNos.: 28, 55, 82, 114 

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 
Claims 28, 55, 82 and 114 pertain to methods for treatment of the human body 
by therapy and thus relate to a subject matter which this International 
Searching Authority is not required, under the provisions of Article 
17(2) (a) (i) of the PCT and Rule 39.1 (iv) of the Regulations under the PCT, 
to search. 

2. [x] Claims Nos.: (the following A) 

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an 
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically: 

(A) Claims 21-22, 25-27, 29, 48-49, 52-54, 56, 75-76, 79-81, 83, 102-103, 
106-107, 111-113 and 115. 

(B) See extra sheet. 

3. [~j Ciaims Nos.: 

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 
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This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows: 

Claims 1 to 29 relate to a novel sodium-dependent bile acid transporter 
protein, claims 30 to 56 relate to a novel Na + /H + exchange transporter protein, 
claims 57 to 8 3 relate to a novel P-type ATPase and claims 84 to 115 relate 
to a novel vanilloid receptor protein. At the point of the application of 
the present case, various sodium-dependent bile acid transporter proteins, 
Na + /H + exchange transporter proteins, P-type ATPases and vanilloid receptor 
proteins were already known in public and these claims are not considered 
as having a special technical feature in common. Such being the case, these 
inventions are not considered as relating to a group of inventions so linked 
as to form a single general inventive concept. 

1. j— | As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable 

claims. 

2. j"x] As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment 

of any additional fee. 

3. r— j As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers 

only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



4 * CD N ° re£ 3 uired additionaI search fees were timeIy paid by the a PP licant - Consequently, this international search report is 
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 



Remark on Protest Q The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest. 
• . . j — j No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 
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The compounds as set forth in claims (1) (21, 25, 29, 48, 52, 56, 
75, 79, 83, 102, 106, 111 and 115) and the medicinal compositions as 
set forth in claims (2) (22, 26-27, 49, 53-54, 76, 80-81, 83, 103, 107 
and 112-113) are specified by "the screening methods as set forth in 
claims (18, 23, 46, 50, 73, 77, 100, 104 and 109) and, therefore, involve 
any compounds and medicinal compositions obtained by the screening 
methods . 

However, the description presents neither any specific compounds nor 
medicinal compositions obtained by the screening methods. Therefore, 
the claims (1) and (2) are neither disclosed in the meaning as described 
in PCT Article 5 nor supported by the description in the meaning as 
described in PCT Article 6. Even though the common technical knowledge 
at the point of the application is considered, it is completely unknown 
what specific compounds are involved therein and what are not. Thus, 
the above claims are described in an extremely unclear manner and fail 
to fulfill the requirement of clearness as described in PCT Article 6. 

Such being the case, no meaningful search can be made on the inventions 
as set forth in the above claims. 
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